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Arie Bruinsma
Portraits from Friesland - on identity, work, and everyday dignity.

Short biography

Arie Bruinsma is a Dutch documentary and portrait photographer from Friesland. In long-term

projects such as It Gesicht fan Fryslan, RED and Baardmannen, he explores identity, work,

character and belonging. His quiet, patient approach reveals the dignity of ordinary life. A stroke

in 2018 further deepened his focus on resilience and human presence.

Longer note

Arie Bruinsma is a self-taught Dutch photographer with more than 25 years of experience in

documentary and portrait photography. His work is rooted in curiosity for everyday life and the

stories carried by ordinary people. He is drawn to faces, gestures, work, identity and the quiet

signals by which people show who they are.

A stroke in 2018 reshaped his life and deepened his perspective. Themes of resilience,

vulnerability and human dignity have since become central to his work. Alongside photography,

he works as a logistics engineer; the same analytical mindset that designs systems and

structures complex processes informs the way he builds long-term photographic narratives.

Featured projects

It Gesicht fan Fryslan - portraits that ask what a region looks like in the faces of its people.

RED - a study in color, character and the quiet signal of standing out.

Baardmannen - a typology of bearded men from Friesland and beyond.

De Automobilist - portraits of people and the cars that define their days.

Contact

Website: ariebruinsma.nl
Email: hello@ariebruinsma.nl
Phone: +31 6 5381 4666
Based in Friesland, the Netherlands.

Press kit contents: identity image plus selected photographs for editorial review. Publication or commercial use requires
prior permission.


